

ADOPTED 4/22/08


Introduced by Council Members Fussell, Redman, W. Jones, Holt, Hyde, Corrigan, Webb, Joost, M. Jones, Clark, Yarborough, Bishop:

RESOLUTION 2008-348-A
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE WEEK OF MAY 5-11, 2008, TO BE THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP WEEK IN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, THE PLAYERS Championship has been held in Northeast Florida since 1977, and will be played this year at THE PLAYERS Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra Beach; and


WHEREAS, THE PLAYERS Championship will be held during the week of May 5-11, 2008, combining a superior golf course with some of the world’s best professional golfers to produce an extraordinary event for the almost 200,000 local, national, and international fans that are expected to attend; and


WHEREAS, via televised broadcasting, THE PLAYERS Championship will showcase Northeast Florida to more than 500 million households in 209 countries involving 35 different languages, with recent estimates placing the total economic impact of this event at more than $150 million per year for Northeast Florida; and


WHEREAS, THE PLAYERS Championship is an exemplary world-class tournament made possible by the incredible talents and selfless efforts of approximately 2,000 volunteers, and charitable proceeds from the tournament since 1977 total more than $28 million, including $2.8 million to over 100 Northeast Florida non-profit organizations in 2007 alone; and


WHEREAS, THE PLAYERS Championship and its surrounding festivities provide both an outstanding benefit and an enjoyable experience, making this event worthy of attention and patronage by the greater Jacksonville community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Declaration and urging support.

The City Council does hereby declare the week of May 5-11, 2008, to be THE PLAYERS Championship Week in the City of Jacksonville.  The City Council does further urge all the citizens of Jacksonville to support THE PLAYERS Championship through attendance at the tournament and participation in the accompanying events.

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency.  The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the City Council meeting of April 22nd is the final opportunity to enact the resolution prior to May 5th, the beginning of THE PLAYERS event.
Section 3. 
Effective Date. 
This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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